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Dear Mr Salmond 
 
 
The Committee at its meeting today considered the letter sent on your behalf by Levy 
and McRae on 7 February. 
 
A majority of the Committee agreed that, given the legal constraints under which the 
Committee must operate, it is not able to publish any version of your submission on 
the Ministerial Code. That said, we offered you an opportunity to attend today to 
provide hours of evidence before the Committee. As made clear last week, you could 
have commented extensively on all of your contact with the First Minister and your 
views on her actions and the Scottish Government’s actions. You were also free to 
comment on your two submissions and over a hundred pages of records you have 
previously provided and the Parliament has already published. You were also offered 
the opportunity to provide a further submission to the Committee. 
 
We appreciate that, as well as not publishing your full submission as you requested, 
the Committee is also not in a position to meet your request for immunity from 
prosecution to enable you to refer to certain evidence under oath. On that basis, the 
Committee is not in a position to meet the conditions that you have set for giving 
evidence to this Committee. 
  
The Committee must fulfil the task Parliament has set it including publishing its findings 
and making recommendations to the Scottish Government. On that basis we must 
complete evidence taking without further delay and the Committee has already had a 
series of letters with you exploring possible dates and formats for evidence taking. 
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The Committee is grateful for all the other written evidence that you have submitted 
which we have been able to publish.  We will draw on this evidence to question the 
First Minister and to reach conclusions in our report. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Linda Fabiani MSP  
Convener, Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment 
Complaints   
 


